
Service of Thanksgiving 

for the Life of 

 
Ernest Thomas “Tom” Jackson 
20th February 1940 – 1st September 2021 

 

Church of God 

#108 Captain Reginald Parson Drive 

Mount Pleasant, West Bay 

 

Sunday 12th September 2021 

3:00 pm 

 

Officiating Minister : Pastor Garrett Haylock 

 

Pianist: Sister Shauna Haylock 

 
Interment at the St. Mary’s Garden of Rest  

 



Order of Service 

Opening Remarks and Prayer.................................................................................... Pastor Garrett Haylock 

Scripture Reading “Psalms 23” ................................................................................................. Billy Ebanks 

Tributes from : 

Son, Chris Jackson………………………………………………………………………….….Billy Ebanks 

Wife………………………………………………………………………………………..…Judith Bennett 

Sisters and Brothers…………………………………………………………………………..Judith Bennett 

Grand Children and Great Grand Children ………………………………………....Antaneya and Andrew 

Sister in Law and Husband (Marion & Roy)…………..……………………………………..Laura Ebanks 

Seafarer’s Association & Ringing of Bell………………………………………………..Mr. John Douglas 

Song – Go Rest High on that Mountain 

Obituary & Song …………………………………………..Hon. McKeeva Bush & Ms. Katherine Jackson 

Sermon………………………………………………………………………………Pastor Garrett Haylock 

Closing Hymn…………………………………………..…………………………Twas Jesus, My Saviour 

Benedication…………………………………………………………………….…..Paster Garrett Haylock 

 

Pall Bearers 

 

Mr. Chris Jackson Jr. 

Mr. Andrew Jackson 

Mr. David Hawkins 

Mr. Jonathan Rivers 

Mr. Jerome Jackson 

Mr. Kenneth Hydes 

Mr. Devon Anderson 

 

Guest Book 

Attendant 

 

Antaneya Baptist 

Laura Ebanks 

 

Ushers 

 

Melissa Jackson 

Lori Ebanks                

Theresa Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

Honorary Pall 

Bearers 

 

Mr. Burt Jackson 

Mr. Fred Jackson 

Mr. Billy Ebanks 

Mr. Ray Jackson 

Mr. Eric Jackson 

Mr. Tiger Wilson 

Mr. Joshua Rivers 

Mr. Daniel Hawkins 

Mr. John Jackson Jr. 

Mr. Fred Jackson Jr.. 

Mr. Richard Bodden 

Mr. Jason Groves 

Mr. Sammy Jackson 

Mr. Junior Smith 

Mr. Wenzil Burlington 

Mr. Graham Bell 

Mr. Chris Bell 

Mr. John Rudd 

Mr. Roy Webb 

Mr. Stanton Ebanks 

Mr. Dudley Parsons 

Mr. Loxley Banks 

Mr. Cardinal DaCosta 

Mr. Benny Ebanks 

Mr. Ken Hurlston 

Mr. Bendel Ebanks 

Mr. Tony Hydes 

Mr. Tommy Ebanks 

Mr. Barrington Williams 

 

 

 

Mr. Mario Ebanks  

Mr. Raymond Hydes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Life Story of Ernest Thomas Jackson 

Ernest Thomas Jackson was born on The 20th of February 1940. He was the third child and second son of 

the late Ernest Autry and Annie Eudene Jackson. For the first 7 years of his life he grew up in Batabano in 

his grandparents’ home. His parents then moved to West Bay in the area then known as Upper Land. He 

enjoyed lots of outdoor space to play with his siblings. Tom was a very loving and caring son and always 

tried to help his mother around the home with whatever chores he could.  

Tom attended the West Bay Government school under the guidance of Head Mistress , the late Miss Beulah 

Smith. Tom was a good student and excelled in his studies. As a child and young person he attended the 

West Bay Presbyterian Church now known as The John Gray Memorial Church.  

 

Tom was an ambitious young man. He wanted to earn his own money and started work at an early age. His 

first job was driving his father’s truck together with his brother Bert, hauling material from the quarry to 

the site of the old Galleon Beach Hotel which was being built at the time by Reema Construction Co. When 

the roads were being built in 1957 he went to work for Coastal Development Co. His dad had given 

Government permission to dig marl from his property which later proved to be an asset to him as well as 

his brothers. He learned how to operate the heavy equipment and machinery.  

 

Shortly after this as it was with most young Caymanian men he heeded to the call of the sea. In 1960 before 

his last trip to sea he met the beautiful young English girl Kerrie Bell who stole his heart. Not wanting to 

be away from her he shortened his time at sea and headed back home. On returning home he went to work 

in the Public Works Department. 

 

As fate would have it Kerrie’s father the late Mr. George Bell who was the manager for Reema Construction 

Company was called to Jamaica to do construction work there, which caused him to take his family from 

Cayman to Jamaica with him. Tom’s heart was torn again but he always seemed to have a plan to keep from 

being apart from the love of his life. He quit his job at PWD and left for Jamaica where he found 

employment with Reema Construction Company. 

 

On June 20th 1964 he was united in marriage in Kingston Jamaica to Kerrie Diane Bell. They returned home 

to Cayman a few days later and made it their forever home. To this union they were blessed with one son 

who has proved to be a great blessing to them. Their life was complete or so they thought until their grand 

kids and later great grand ones came along. They were Tom's pride and joy and he loved each one dearly. 

They surely made his last years happy ones. 

 

Tom had a very interesting and rewarding work history. After returning home from Jamaica he went back 

to work at the Public Works Department and while working there he was recruited by M.R.C.U. He was 

responsible for digging some of the first dikes, operating a backhoe and other heavy equipment. He worked 

there for a number of years. His father having expanded Jackson Trucking and Equipment Services brought 

in a large dragline for his business to dig the marl pit. Tom then went to work for his father where he was 

in charge of operating the dragline. After some time of working there he felt the need to do something 

different.  

 

He then went to work with the Kirkconnell Brothers. Whilst there he worked in management unloading and 

the receiving and pricing of all hardware for the Home Centre. He then moved over to manage Kirk Marine. 

After 25 years of working with the Kirkconnell Company he resigned. 

 

After resigning from Kirk Marine Tom was at home with lots of time to do loads of upgrades and just about 

anything around the house and yard that needed doing. This was all well and good but, Toms passion was 

dealing with people on a one on one level sharing the history of the Cayman Islands and its people. This 

was his calling to move into the Tourism Industry. He bought a van but it wasn’t up to the standards that 



he wanted it to be so, his son Chris assisted him with redoing the interior and replacing the seats with ones 

which were more comfortable for his customers. Tom then attended several Pride Training workshops 

which was put on by the Department of Tourism.  Tom was so excited to start this new work experience 

knowing what he had to offer to the Tourism Industry, he couldn’t wait to get started. Working in the 

Tourism Industry gave him the opportunity that he had been waiting for to apply for a Coaster Bus, which 

would allow him to be able to interact and spread the feeling of Cayman Kind with even more people as 

the bus could hold a larger quantity than his van. Tom thoroughly enjoyed what he was doing, being a part 

of what it took to make Cayman shine in the Tourism Industry. He was absolutely thrilled and full of pride 

when Disney asked him to be a part of conducting their tours. At the end of each day he would come home 

and share his experiences of the day with his family. He would tell his family about meeting famous movie 

stars and country music singers. His most memorable movie star was Lou Gossett JR. They both hit it off 

with many discussions with just about any and everything and even had a picture taken together in his 

sitting room. He also waited each evening for Chris to come home to either service or check his bus to make 

sure everything was spick and span for the next day. Tom worked with Land and Sea, supported numerous 

and other contactors and assisted many drivers with their Tours. His tours to the Cayman Turtle Centre was 

an enthusiastic part of Toms job. He knew lots of history of the Turtle Centre as his father was also a part 

of the turtle industry back in the 1970’s, with bringing turtles to the Island as this was a part of the Cayman 

Heritage. Tom retired from the Tourism Industry due to both knee and hip issues. This was not what he 

wanted to do but he knew with his limited mobility he would not be able to perform the tours as he should 

to reflect that of a true Caymanian, delivering the Cayman Kind Services/experiences.  

One of Toms favorite hobbies was with wood work. He made many step stools which he sold to people 

who needed a stool to make it easier for customers to get in and out of the buses. His wife also speaks with 

pride about the stool he made for her to keep her feet on which is placed under her desk at work. This is 

only some of the wood work projects that he did.  

Another thing that should be mentioned about Tom, was his love for animals. He loved raising cows on his 

own and with his brother Bert. Sharing this task was something they both cherished and loved to do.  

Tom was a very strong and determined person who never let too many things get him down. In 1991 he 

underwent a triple bypass heart surgery and in a few months he was back at work doing his usual duties 

with the same enthusiasm and work ethic as before. Some years later he had a hip replacement and it wasn’t 

long before he was back on his feet as well and hearty as ever.  

On the sixth of June of this year, he fell and broke his leg (femur to be exact). After surgery complications 

set in and he was transferred from H. S. A. to Health City on the 13th of June. Tom’s progress was slow 

due to all the complications. He was released on the 20th of August and finally had his wish to go home. 

This was not to be for long as he had to be rushed back to H.S.A. on 26th of August and passed away 

peacefully on 30th  August. One thing that brings us (the family) great consolation is that Tom always 

loved the Lord and while at Health City Hospital he gave his heart to Jesus under the guidance of Brother 

Garett Haylock. We look forward to seeing him again one day. 

 

Tom was preceded in death by his parents Ernest and Annie Jackson, two brothers John and Steve 

Jackson. One sister Grace Jackson and great grandson Dyon.  

 

 

 

 

 



Left to cherish his memories is his Wife Kerrie of 57 years, Son Chris and Fiancé Maureen, 

Grandchildren’s Mother Marilyn, Grandchildren: Priscilla, Rachel, Daniella, Chris Jr. and Chris, Great 

 

Grandchildren: Antaneya, Andrew, Cameron, Jaharri, Cattie, Amari. Brothers Bert and Fred Jackson, 

Sisters: Ann Ebanks, Fay Bodden and Rose Marie Hawkins. Sisters-in-law: Emily, Benecia and Mirian 

Jackson, Marion Webb, Gillian Rudd, Barbara Coladipietro, Pam Bell, Sue Bell. Brothers-in-law: Roy 

Webb, John Rudd, Joe Coladipietro, Graham Bell, Christopher Bell and a host of other relatives and friends.  

 

May his soul Rest in Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Service at the Graveside 

 

Opening Remarks & Prayer………………………………………………..Pastor Garrett Haylock 

Committal ………….…………………………………...………………….Pastor Garrett Haylock 

Hymns ………………….……………………………………………………………Congregation 

I’ll Fly Away 

When We all get to Heaven  

How Great tho Art 

Benediction……………………………………….………………………. Pastor Garrett Haylock 

 

I’LL FLY AWAY  

Some glad morning when this life 

is o'er, 

 I'll fly away;  

To a home on God's celestial shore,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away).  

 

Chorus: 

I'll fly away, Oh Glory  

I'll fly away;  

When I die, Hallelujah, by and by, 

I'll fly away  

 

When the shadows of this life have 

gone, 

I'll fly away;  

Like a bird from prison bars has 

flown,  

I'll fly away 

 

Chorus: 

 

Just a few more weary days and 

then,  

I'll fly away;  

To a land where joy shall never 

end,  

I’ll fly away 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How Great Tho Art 

O Lord my God, when I in 

awesome wonder 

Consider all the works Thy hands 

have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling 

thunder, 

Thy pow’r thru-out the universe 

displayed! 

Chorus 

Then sings my soul, my Savior 

God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great 

Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior 

God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great 

Thou art! 

When thru the woods and forest 

glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in 

the trees, 

When I look down from lofty 

mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook and feel the 

gentle breeze, 

Chorus 

And when I think that God, His 

Son not sparing, 

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it 

in – 

That on the cross, my burden 

gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away my 

sin. 

Chorus 

When we all get to Heaven 

Sing the wondrous love of Jesus, 

Sing His mercy and His grace; 

In the mansions bright and blessed 

He’ll prepare for us a place. 

Chorus 

When we all get to heaven, 

What a day of rejoicing that will 

be! 

When we all see Jesus, 

We’ll sing and shout the victory! 

While we walk the pilgrim 

pathway, 

Clouds will overspread the sky; 

But when trav’ling days are over, 

Not a shadow, not a sigh. 

Chorus 

Let us then be true and faithful, 

Trusting, serving every day; 

Just one glimpse of Him in glory 

Will the toils of life repay. 

Chorus  

Onward to the prize before us! 

Soon His beauty we’ll behold; 

Soon the pearly gates will open; 

We shall tread the streets of gold. 

Chorus 
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